[Outcome of TAE for hepatocellular carcinoma: comparative study of SMANCS-TAE and non-SMANCS/LpTAE].
The therapeutic effectiveness of transcatheter arterial embolization (TAE) with intraarterial infusion of SMANCS/lipiodol mixture was retrospectively compared to TAE with intraarterial infusion of epirubicin/lipiodol mixture in initial treatment of 54 patients with unresected hepatocellular carcinoma. The therapeutic effects were evaluated by the rate of tumor necrosis after the initial procedure and the cumulative survival rate. Eighteen patients were treated with SMANCS, and 36 patients were treated with epirubicin. There was no significant difference in patient background between the two groups; the hepatic functional reserve was not seriously disturbed in most of the patients, and multiple hepatic lesions were seen in half the patients. Complete tumor necrosis assessed by the imaging of dynamic CT one month after TAE was seen in approximately 40% of the cases in each group. Local recurrence was seen in half the patients after assessment of complete tumor necrosis within one year in both groups. There was no significant difference in survival period. There was also no significant difference of the frequency and degree of the side effects. In conclusion, no distinct difference of outcome was found in the two groups in this comparative study. Further studies in many cases over a longer period will be needed to elucidate the effects of SMANCS in TAE.